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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-7 and 12-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Leslie (US 3,426, 987). 

3. In Re claim 1 , Figures 1-4 of Leslie disclose a gutter attachment section (10) 
adapted to contact a front section of said gutter; a building attachment section (20) 
adapted to contact a rear section of said gutter; coupling means (19) for coupling said 
gutter attachment section to said building attachment to allow said gutter attachment 
section to be expanded from said building attachment section to provide an expanded 
length of said gutter bracket. 

4. In Re claim 2, Figures 1-4 of Leslie discloses a coupling means that provides 
sliding movement between said gutter attachment section and said building attachment 
section. 

5. In Re claim 3, Figures 1-4 of Leslie discloses a gutter attachment section that 
slides within a track of said building attachment section. 

6. In Re claim 4, Figures 1-4 of Leslie discloses a building attachment section slides 
within a track of said gutter attachment section. 
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7. In Re claim 5, Figures 1-4 of Leslie discloses a coupling means that comprises a 
pivot for pivotally attaching said gutter attachment section to said building attachment 
section. Examiner notes that if the screw was loosen to the point that the building 
attachment section (20) feel a distance greater than that of the indent as shown in 
Figure 4, the gutter attachment section (10) could then be pivoted. 

8. In Re claim 6, Figures 1-4 of Leslie discloses a mounting means (15) that is 
adapted for attaching said building attachment section to a surface of a building. 

9. In Re claim 7, Figures 1-4 of Leslie discloses a gutter attachment section that 
comprises a protrusion (12), said protrusion adapted to contact said gutter. 

10. In Re claim 12, Figures 1-4 of Leslie discloses inserting an expandable gutter 
bracket into said gutter, said expandable gutter bracket comprising: a gutter attachment 
section (10) adapted to contact a front section of a building attachment section (20); 
coupling means (19) for coupling said gutter attachment section (10) to said building 
attachment section (20) expanding said gutter attachment section (10) away from said 
building attachment section (20) such that said gutter attachment section (10) contacts 
a front section of said gutter and said building attachment section (20) contacts a rear 
section of said gutter; and mounting said building attachment section (20) to said 
building surface. 

11. In Re claim 13, Figures 1-4 of Leslie discloses a coupling means that provides 
sliding movement between said gutter attachment section (20) and said building 
attachment section (10). 
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12. In Re claim 14, Figures 1-4 of Leslie discloses a gutter attachment section that 
slides within a track of said building attachment section. 

13. In Re claim 15, Figures 1-4 of Leslie disclose a building attachment section (20) 
that slides within a track of said gutter attachment section (10). 

14. In Re claim 16, Figures 1-4 of Leslie discloses a coupling means that comprises 
a pivot for pivotally attaching said gutter attachment section to said building attachment 
section. Examiner notes that if the screw was loosen to the point that the building 
attachment section (20) feel a distance greater than that of the indent as shown in 
Figure 4, the gutter attachment section (10) could then be pivoted. 

15. In Re claim 17, Figures 1-4 of Leslie discloses a gutter attachment section (10) 
that comprises a protrusion (12), said protrusion (12) adapted to contact said gutter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

17. Claims 9-11 and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Leslie (US 3,426, 987) in view of Baker (US 2002/0073631 A1). 

18. In Re claim 8, Figures 1-4 of Leslie as discussed above teach the limitations of 
claim 1 , from which 8 depends, however, Leslie fails to teach a support accessory. 



Application/Control Number: 10/792,372 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3609 

Additionally, Figures 2 and 5 of Baker teach a support accessory (25) associated with 
said gutter attachment section, said support accessory (25) adapted to support a gutter 
cover (1 5). As taught by Baker, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time of the invention to combine the expandable gutter bracket of Leslie with the 
support accessory from the combined gutter protection system of Baker in order to 
mount a gutter cover. 

19. In Re claim 9, Figures 1-8 of Baker teach a support accessory (25) comprising an 
upward extension extending from said gutter attachment section and one end including 
one or more arms (30,31 ) adapted to support the gutter cover (1 5). 

20. In Re claim 10, Figure 5 and Page 3, paragraph 35 of Baker teaches a support 
accessory that is integral with said gutter attachment section. Figure 5 of Baker teaches 

attaching the support accessory (25) by way of a fastener being placed at (24) so as to 

* 

make the bracket and support accessory integral. 

21 . In Re claim 1 1 , Figures 2 and 5 of Baker teach a coupling means (34) for 
coupling said upward extension to said gutter attachment section. 

22. In Re claim 18, Figures 1-4 of Leslie teaches a gutter attachment section 
comprises a protrusion, said protrusion adapted to contact said gutter but fails to teach 
a support accessory. Figures1-8 and Page 3, paragraph 35 of Baker teaches a support 
accessory (25) associated with said gutter attachment section, said support accessory 
(25) adapted to support a gutter cover (15). Concerning claim 18, the combination 
renders the claimed method steps obvious since such would be logical manner of using 
the combination. 
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23. In Re claim 19, Figures 1-8 of Baker teaches said support accessory comprises 
an upward extension extending from said gutter attachment section and one end 
including one or more arms (30, 31 ) adapted to support the gutter cover (1 5). 
Concerning claim 19, the combination renders the claimed method steps obvious since 
such would be logical manner of using the combination. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered to be considered 
to be pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Trostle et al. (US 3,752, 428) and Ward (US 
4,1 16,008). Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Anthony N. Bartosik whose telephone number is 
2723600. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00; Alter Fri Off E.D.T. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Batson Victor can be reached on 571-272-6987. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Victor Batson 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3600 

AB 

5/2007 



